Oxford and its Story

make Ned Hyde Secretary of State, for the truth is I
can trust nobody else," wrote the harassed monarch to
his Queen. In his great history, so lively yet
dignified in style, so moderate in tone and penetrating
in its portrayal of character, he built for himself a
monument more durable than brass. A monument
not less noble has been raised for him in Oxford out
of the proceeds of that very book. For the copyright
of the history was presented to the University by his
son, and partly out of the funds thus arising the
handsome building north-east of the Sheldonian
Theatre was erected, from designs by Hawksmoor or
Vanbrugh (1713),1 Here the University Press was
transferred from the Sheldonian Theatre, where it had
found its first permanent and official home. The
** Clarendon " Press was removed in 1830 to the present
building in Walton Street, when it had outgrown the
accommodation of the Clarendon building.

Like Sir Harry Vane, Clarendon had been educated
at Magdalen Hall. The chair in which he wrote his
history is preserved at the Bodleian, and there too
may be seen many of the notes which his royal master
used to throw him across the table at a Council meeting.

There had been another inhabitant of Oxford in
these stirring days much affected by these events, a
youth endowed with unbounded antiquarian enthusiasm
and an excellent gift of observation. This "chiel
amang them taking notes" was Anthony Wood, to
whose work every writer on Oxford owes a debt
unpayable. Born in the Portionists* Hall, the old
house opposite Merton and next door to that fine old
house, Beam Hall, where, he says, the first University
press was established, Wood was carried at the age of
four to see the entry of Charles and Rupert, and was
a Royalist ever after. Educated first at a small
Grammar School near S. Peter le Bailey and then at

1 The beautiful iron gates in the old Clarendon buildings
are by Tijou. Vanbrugh designed No. 20 St Michael's Street.
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